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Not much hardship in this city 




Flourishing behind 
community support 

By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

OCONTO FALLS — What started as a 
one-sawmill town is now an independent 
city that residents say flourishes behind 
community support. 

Oconto Falls is about 35 miles north of 
Green Bay in Oconto County. The city is 
fairly self-sufficient, with a 50-bed hospi¬ 
tal, library, nursing home and school dis¬ 
trict. The main employer is Scott Paper 
Co., where about 170 people work. 

"We have quite a bit of industry so I 
don’t think there’s too much hardship 
here,” Ellen Francois, 130 Birch St., said. 
”It’s a growing town, and it’s staying 
(ahead). It’s not going backwards.” 

Ralph Lemorande, 323 Wisconsin St., is 

_ a former 
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by Joan Gutheridge mayor who re- 

- membered the 

birth of industrial development here. 

He said a group of businessmen lured 
several industries to the city in the mid- 
1960s. In 1973 the industrial park was 
turned over to the city. More than a doz¬ 
en firms employ about 750 people there. 

Lemorande, who heads the industrial 
development committee, said the city is 
not looking to build up industry at a 
breakneck pace. He said keeping the 
downtown area alive is another concern. 

'T don’t care how quickly we proceed 
as long as we retain what we have,” he 
said. 

Walter Haluska of Stiles runs the city’s 
only watch and clock repair shop at 204 
N. Main St. A Milwaukee native, he 
moved his business here about 20 years 
ago, "because I just love this area.” 

He considers the intricate work he 
does on clocks and watches of all shapes 
and sizes "a lost art.” 

"I like to see what makes things run 
and see if I can get them to run right. Like 
I tell my wife, she’s my second love; this is 
my first love,” he said with a smirk. 

Progress has not obliterated the city’s 
charm. At the Falls Restaurant, 158 N. 
Main St., waitresses decked out as elves 
took orders and joked with customers. 
Strangers were received with the same 
warmth as old friends. 

"Have you been good all year?” asked 
Carol Spanheimer, a petite waitress ev¬ 
eryone called "Pee Wee.” 

The Oconto River provides recreation¬ 
al opportunities. 

Bob Lentz, 220 N. Chestnut St., was 
one of several fishermen on the ice one re¬ 
cent day. 

"This is a pretty popular spot for fish¬ 
ing,” he said. "They have snowmobile 
races in January, too.” 

Other winter activities include all-ter¬ 
rain vehicle races and ice fishing derby. 

Plenty of community pride and spirit 
are here, residents said. 

Alice Metzler, director of the Cook Me¬ 
morial Library, 300 E. Central Ave., said 
fund-raising for a new library was an ex¬ 
ample. 

A two-day event in July raised $105,000 
for the project, which is scheduled for 


Time out: Walter Haluska of Stiles 
repairs an antique clock in his 


store, Haluska’s Watch & Clock 
Repair, Oconto Falls. 
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The Oconto Falls file 

□ Population: 2,792 

□ Namesake: Former Oconto Falls 
Mayor Ralph Lemorande says the 
city was named for the waterfalls at 
the Scott Paper Co. mill on the 
Oconto River. He says the name 
Oconto is an Indian word that means 
river of many fish. 

□ Warm reception: Oconto Falls is 
known as "The Friendly City." The 
water tower bears a welcoming 
smile for visitors. 


construction in spring. An Oconto radio 
station broadcast from the event, a local 
cameraman taped it, volunteers solicited 
donations by phone and restaurants do¬ 
nated food to workers. 

"I think there is some cohesiveness and 
people are really interested in the com¬ 
munity,” Metzler said. 

Lemorande also credited residents 
with keeping Oconto Falls progressive 


and helping to maintain a relaxing, se¬ 
cure way of life. 

"Each one of us have to give something 
back to their community and 1 think the 
people here have given something of 
themselves to make it a better communi¬ 
ty,” he said. 
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Pilsen in Kewaunee 
































